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SUBJ: VE DAY CELEBRATIONS: REWRITING OE HISTORY 
AND TOUGH ATTACK ON WEST 

1. SUMMARY: POLITBURO MEMBER ANTAL APRO GAVE VE DAY SPEECH 
MAY 8 ACCUSING WEST OE TRYING TO EALSIEY HISTORY AND BELITTLE 
DECISIVE ROLE OF USSR IN VICTORY OVER NAZI GERMANY. HE 
DOWNGRADED ROLE OE WESTERN ALLIES IN DEEEATING AXIS, IMPLYING 
THAT THEIR EEFORTS WERE OE SECONDARY IMPORTANCE. USED 
OCCASION TO LAUNCH STROEQ ATTACK AGAINST "IMPERIALISTS" EOR 
HAVING BEEN RESPONSIBLE EOR RISE OF FASCISM AND ITS CRIMES, 

AND PLACED BLAME ON WEST EOR COLD WAR, MILITARY BLOCKS AND 
NUCLEAR THREATS, AND EOR RESORTING TO "NEO-EASCISM". 

APRO GAVE HEAVY COVERAGE TO PRESENT "CRISIS OE CAPITALISM" 
REMINDING HIS AUDIENCE THAT "IMPERIALISM" NOW OPPRESSES 
HUNDREDS OE MILLIONS. REFERRED TO DETENTE BY SAYING THAT 
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SOCIAL SYSTEMS IS LESSON EOR PRESENT-DAY COOPERATION. 

SPEECH OF APRO UNUSUALLY HARD LINE, PARTICULARLY IN 
ATTEMPT TO LINK CAPITALIST WEST WITH NAZI GERMANY. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. IN HIS MAY 8 ADDRESS COMMEMORATING VE DAY, APRO GAVE 
ALMOST EULL CREDIT TO SOVIETS EOR DEEEAT OE "GERMAN 
EASCISM", IMPLYING THAT ALLIED EEEORT OF SECONDARY 
IMPORTANCE. CLAIMED THAT "IN CAPITALIST WEST THERE 

ARE MANY ATTEMPTS BEING MADE TO SLANDER SOVIET ARMY AND 
EALSIFY REAL SITUATION", ADDING THAT "THOSE IN WEST WHO 
TRY TO BELITTLE INTERNATIONAL SIGNIEICANCE OE VICTORY 
OE USSR FIND THEMSELVES AT ODDS WITH PEOPLE'S MEMORIES 
AND HISTORICAL TRUTH '. SAID CAPITALIST COUNTRIES WERE 
DEEEATED ONE BY ONE UNTIL SOVIET ARMY HALTED AND DROVE 
BACK NAZIS. 

3. IN SAME SENTENCE THAT HE ACKNOWLEDGED CONTRIBUTION 
OE WESTERN ALLIES, APRO SAID THAT "WE CANNOT PASS OVER 
IN SILENCE RESPONSIBILITY OP INTERNATIONAL IMPERIALISM 
EOR ADVANCE OP EASCISM, FOR ITS CRIMES, EOR WARTIME 
SACRIPICES. HITLERISM WAS NOT ALONE IN PLANNING OP 
AGGRESSION AGAINST SOVIET UNION." SAID THAT IN PRE-WAR 
PERIOD "RULING CIRCLES OP IMPERIALIST POWERS REGARDED 
GERMAN EASCISM AS THEIR CLASS ALLY AGAINST WORLD'S 
PIRST SOCIALIST STATE". HE PRAISED PARTISAN MOVEMENTS 

IN EUROPE. 

4. APRO BLAMED WEST EOR INTRODUCING COLD WAR, MILITARY 
BLOCKS, ECONOMIC BLOCKADES, ARMS RACE AND OTHER TYPES 

OP "IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION", INCLUDING "COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY 
CONSPIRACIES ". HE ACCUSED "IMPERIALISTS" OP "RESORTING 
TO NEO-PASCISM TODAY". STRESSED THAT PRESENT CRISIS IN 
"CAPITALIST WORLD SYSTEM" RESPONSIBLE EOR WHOLE RAFT OF 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ILLS. HE WARNED AUDIENCE THAT 
"IMPERIALISM REMAINS STRONG AND DANGEROUS ADVERSARY; 

IT OPPRESSES PEOPLE, KEEPS HUNDREDS OP MILLIONS IN 
SPIRITUAL SHACKLES AND DISPOSES OVER VAST ECONOMIC, 
TECHNOLOGICAL AND MILITARY POTENTIAL ". 
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5. ALTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE USED PRESENCE OP HIGH-RANKING 
SOVIETS AS OCCASION TO DEMONSTRATE HSWP LOYALTY TO 
MOSCOW LINE, APRO'S SPEECH WAS UNUSUALLY NASTY, 

PARTICULARLY IN ATTEMPT TO LINK NAZISM AND WESTERN 
ALLIES. DOWNGRADING OF ALLIES' ROLE IN WW II CLOSELY 
PARALLELS THAT OF GRECHKO, BUT APRO APPEARS TO HAVE 
GONE PARTHER THAN BREZHNEV IN ATTACKING WEST. 

MCAULIPPE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CELEBRATIONS, ANTIAMERICAN FEELING, SPEECHES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ellisoob 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BUDAPE01390 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 69-0087 
From: BUDAPEST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750555/aaaabxet.tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <02 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <24 SEP 2003 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VE DAY CELEBRATIONS: REWRITING OF HISTORY AND TOUGH ATTACK ON WEST 
TAGS: PFOR, HU, UR, XT, US, (APRO, ANTAL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



